other industrialized countries. If antitrust restraints on cooperation in production were to be relaxed, pilot plant facilities, for instance, needed for scaling new materials from the research to the production stage, could be used by more than one company. A relaxation of antitrust laws with regard to pilot operations would not only help to overcome technical difficulties but would also reduce the risk (both actual and perceived) that industry faces in the materials commercialization process.
Export Restrictions
Export controls, imposed by the Department of State or the Department of Commerce in the interest of national security, in many cases restrict the ability of U.S. materials producers to expand their markets. A byproduct of restricted access is closed technical meetings, which reduce the flow of knowledge among American companies, restrict the peer review process, and inhibit open publication. These controls appear to be easing somewhat at present. However, the State, Commerce, and Defense departments need a better method for determining precisely how far to go in balancing commercial interests against national security considerations in their application of the International Trade and Arms Regulation and export control legislation. A recommendation made by a National Research Council panel is that the United States and other members of the Coordinating Committee for Multilateral Export Controls change the basis of their technology transfer restrictions from a policy of general denial of dual-use (military and commercial) controlled items to a policy ofhe government. The company that owns the patent has the exclusive right to control the practice of the technology in all commercial situations, however.
